SHORT STORY CONTEST – WRITER’S GUIDELINES
Rules:  Thank you for entering our contest.  The winning stories become the sole property of Gravestone Manor, and may subsequently be published and sold to the public as a fund-raising vehicle for United Way of Wyoming Valley.   Authors are not being paid – this entire project is a charity fund-raiser.  

All entries must be received by May 15th, 2008.  If you would like your manuscript returned please include an adequately sized SASE with proper postage.  If you do not want your manuscript back, but would like to be notified in the event it is not selected as the winner, please include a #10 SASE with a first-class stamp.

Please let us know if you would like to receive comments with your returned manuscript.  Our volunteer editor will try to accommodate this (when requested) if time and volume allows.

All manuscripts should be typewritten, double spaced, and use only one side of each page.  Only original (unpublished) stories with a length between 1,000 and 5,000 words will be considered.

Guide to Content:  We are seeking original ghost stories by local authors.  All stories for this contest must be set in Northeastern Pennsylvania (NEPA) or at the very least must include a cultural or geographical reference to the area.  Be aware that we are seeking creative short fiction as opposed to “true” ghost encounters.  Additionally, the editor will not consider stories about human serial killers, or any other horror/suspense/mystery tale that lacks a supernatural aspect. 

Aside from those rules above, just try to tell a good story that is suitable for young adults and up.  Important:  We are not seeking stories written for children, but we do want only stories that are considered family-friendly.  In other words: no graphic sex, torture, excessive profanity or excessive gore. 

Halloween is a magical time.  What happens after we die may well be mankind’s greatest unsolved mystery.  We will be looking for stories that celebrate this aspect of the holiday.  We are willing to consider tales that frighten, tales that entertain, tales that surprise – and even tales that will amuse the reader.  While our focus is ghosts, we are broad-minded enough to consider almost any short story with a supernatural twist.  So vampires and werewolves (etc.) are also welcome here.

For a general idea of the kind of fiction we are seeking, here are some classic short stories you should be able to look up in any public library:  The Monkey’s Paw by W.W. Jacobs, The Open Window by Saki, The Lottery by Shirley Jackson, and Fever Dream by Ray Bradbury.  Many other styles will be considered, but these examples provide an idea of acceptable length and content for our contest.

Good spelling and proper grammar will help your manuscript stand-out, but they are not essential.  We have the assistance of a professional editor who will shape the selected entries for publication.  Our over-riding objective is to publish interesting tales…stories that grip the reader from the very start, and keep them turning pages until reaching the end!  

Entries should be mailed to this address:  

Gravestone Manor Story Contest

P.O. Box 353

White Haven, Pennsylvania, 18661-0353
NOTE:  ALL SUBMISSIONS MUST BE POSTALLY MAILED BY 5/15/08.  

EMAILED MANUSCRIPTS WILL NOT BE READ.

Thank you and good luck!
